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of expenditure by the Berkshire and Oxfordshire county councils;
for the national average of expenditure by rural district councils was
.£1 8j\ 7^.5 which is actually above that of all the local rural districts
except Bullingdon.
table 48
Total expenditure per head in certain parishes,

Perish 
By county
cowxil 
By R.D.C.
(General
services] 
j By R.D.C.
;    (Special
}   services) 
By parish
council 
By other
L.A.s 
Approximate
total expetidi-
ture per head 
Tubney .
Elsfield .
Kidlington
Wheatley .
Marston .
Littlemore 
£
5-176
5-701
5*701
5-701
5-701
5-701 
£
0-980
1-245
0-772
1-243
1-243
1-243 
••
j  0-421 *
1  0-277 f
!  0-673$
i Q-455 § 
r
£
0-018
0*002
0-032 
£
0-500 II
0-500 i!
0-500 jj 
£ *• d.
6   3   i
6 18 ii
6 18   3
7 14   5
8   2   5
7 18   3 
* ^ater-supply and scavenging. f Water-supply (loan charges on mains),
scavenging, sewers, lighting. $ Water-supply (loan charges), scavenging, sewers.
§ Water-supply (loan charges), scavenging, sewers; lighting by parish council
|1 Approximate expenditure (other than cost of mains) on water-supply from
Oxford City.
The difference between the lowest parish (Tubney) and the highest (Marston) was
thus £i 19-r. 40*., of which £i 3^. 6d. was in respect of special and parish expenditure.
Differences in costs per head may be due, of course, to any of
several causes. They may be the result of differences in the amount
and character of the services rendered; or of local differences in the
ease of supplying any given service; or of differences in the economy
and efficiency with which services are administered.  It is rarely
possible to distinguish the relative importance of these causes of
difference in cost with any certainty or exactitude.   Some points,
however, are fairly clear. As far as urban areas are concerned, a large
and fairly dense population is an advantage. Effective division of
labour can be secured among the higher executive officers, and salaries
can be offered sufficient to attract the best talent; schools, baths, and
hospitals can usually be more fully used. Only in the krgest towns
do size and density of population make necessary ekborate and costly
special services in public health, transport, slum clearance, and the like.
A survey of expenditures per head of population by English county
boroughs suggests that towns of moderate size—between 100,000
and 200,000—are the cheapest to govern; at both extremes—in the
mammoth cities and in the 'dwarfs' of 70,000 or less—local govern-
ment is disproportionately costly. It is also more costly in industrial
than in mainly residential or market towns* Oxford is at present in

